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The  50  per  cent,  increase  in  applications  for  help  to  the  Society 
for  Helping  Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants  in  the  year  19 14-15, 
as  contrasted  with  an  increase  of  but  6 per  cent,  during  the  three 
years  previous,  calls  urgently  for  the  addition  of  another  visitor 
to  our  small  force.  The  Society  not  only  gives  more  or  less  per- 
manent care  to  any  destitute  mother  who  is  normal  and  fit  to 
keep  her  infant  in  her  personal  charge,  but  is  also  often  obliged 
to  make  appropriate  arrangem.ents  for  many  women  who,  be- 
cause of  mental  or  moral  defect,  might  otherwise  prove  a menace 
to  society. 

If  not  already  a contributor,  will  you  not  give  something 
towards  proper  care  for  this  greatly  increased  number  of  helpless 
mothers  and  babies? 


Ada  E.  Sheffield,  President, 
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This  work  was  begun  in  1873,  at  the  earnest  desire  and  with 

THE  CO-OPERATION  OF  Dr.  SuSAN  E.  DiMOCK  AND  HER  FRIEND 

Bessie  Greene.  After  their  early  death  in  1875,  it  was  con- 
tinued, GUIDED,  AND  LARGELY  SUPPORTED  BY  THE  WISE  COUNSEL 
AND  GENEROUS  KINDNESS  OF  FRIENDS,  NOW  NO  LONGER  LIVING. 

Among  those  to  whom  we  owe  most  gratitude  are  Mrs. 
William  B.  Greene,  Mrs.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  Mrs.  Otto 
Dresel,  Mrs.  Eliot  C.  Clarke,  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Paine,  Dr. 
Charles  P.  Putnam,  Mrs.  William  C.  Williamson. 


We  testify  to  the  need  of  this  charity,  and  believe  that 

THE  MONEY  GIVEN  TO  IT  WTLL  BE  FAITHFULLY  AND  JUDICIOUSLY 
EXPENDED. 

W.  L.  Richardson,  M.D., 

Consulting  Physician  of  Boston  Lying-4n  Hospital. 


Sarah  E.  Palmer,  M.D. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I give  and  bequeath  to  “The  Society  for  Helping  Destitute 
Mothers  and  Infants,”  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  sum  of dollars,  to  be  used 

for  the  purposes  of  said  Society. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  CORPORATION. 


^resitjent. 

Mrs.  a.  D.  SHEFFIELD. 


Secretarg. 

Miss  LILIAN  FREEMAN  CLARKE, 
91  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Boston. 


treasurer. 

Mrs.  BERTRAM  GREENE 

(Louise  AuiuE  Greene), 

382  Commonwealth  Avenue. 


daunctl. 


Mrs.  Andrew  Adie. 

Mrs.  Rodolphe  L.  Agassiz. 

Mrs.  F.  Lothrop  Ames. 

Miss  Cora  H.  Clarke. 

Miss  Lilian  F.  Clarke. 

Mrs.  Charles  Connor. 

Mrs.  Greely  S.  Curtis. 

Miss  Louisa  L.  Dresel. 

Mrs.  Roland  Gray. 

Mrs.  Bertram  Greene. 

Mrs.  Clement  S.  Houghton. 

Mrs.  Fritz 


Mrs.  Osborne  Howes. 

Miss  Rose  Lamb. 

Mrs.  John  H.  Morison. 

Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Morison. 
Mrs.  Evelyn  W.  Ordway. 
Sarah  E.  Palmer,  M.D. 

Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman. 
Anna  G.  Richardson,  M.D. 
Mrs.  Philip  S.  Sears. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Sheffield. 

Mrs.  Richard  M.  Smith. 

B.  Talbot. 


JFtnance  dommittee. 

Ellis  L.  Dresel. 

Mrs.  Bertram  Greene,  ex  officio.  Carl  Otto  Zerrahn. 
Charles  Eliot  Ware,  Jr. 


Case  (*rommittee. 

Miss  Louisa  L.  Dresel,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Sheffield,  ex  officio. 

Mrs.  Rodolphe  L.  Agassiz.  Anna  G.  Richardson,  M.D. 

Mrs.  F.  Lothrop  Ames.  Mrs.  Philip  S.  Sears. 

Mrs.  Osborne  Howes.  Mrs.  Fritz  B.  Talbot. 
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Mrs.  Andrew  Adie,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Sheffield,  ex  officio. 

Mrs.  Bertram  Greene.  Mrs.  Clement  S.  Houghton. 

Sarah  E.  Palmer,  M.D. 


(Consulting  :i3tssicians» 

Sarah  E.  Palmer,  M.D.  William  Bradford  Robbins,  M.D. 

Anna  G.  Richardson,  M.D.  Richard  M.  Smith,  M.D. 


•agent. 

Miss  E.  M.  Locke. 


LTisttors. 

Miss  M.  T.  Sanford.  Miss  Hall,  substitute. 


Unbestigator. 

Miss  Frances  Mitchell. 


Our  headquarters  are  at  276  Tremont  Street,  Boston.  Rooms  open 
every  week-day,  9 to  5 (except  holidays).  In  June,  July,  August  and  September, 
Rooms  close  Satindays  at  12. 

Miss  Locke  may  be  seen  from  10  to  12. 


The  Address  of  Miss  Parkman’s  Branch  is  Room  48,  Charity  Building, 
Chardon  Street,  Boston. 

Her  room  is  open  on  Monday  and  Thursday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 


OBJECTS  AND  METHODS  OF  OUR  WORK. 


Our  primary  object  is  to  enable  a mother  to  retain  the  personal 
charge  of  her  infant,  when  without  such  help  she  might  be  obliged 
to  give  it  up  for  adoption  or  to  place  it  in  an  institution. 

As  only  a mother  whose  affection  for  her  infant  leads  her  to  desire 
to  keep  it  in  her  own  charge  is  eligible  as  an  object  of  this  charity, 
it  is  evident  that  no  compulsion  is  ever  used  toward  any  one  who  re- 
ceives help  from  us. 

The  main  points  which  distinguish  our  methods  from  those  of 
other  charities  are: — 

1.  The  working  without  an  institution,  and  thus  coming  into  per- 
sonal relations  with  those  whom  we  help,  while  we  avoid  the  heavy 
expenses  and  cumbrous  methods  which  all  institutions  require. 

2.  Ours  is  the  only  charity  in  Boston  which  has  for  its  object  the 
assistance  of  mothers,  as  such,  both  married  and  unmarried.  While 
including  the  unmarried  among  our  mothers,  we  think  it  more  whole- 
some to  aid  them  as  “mothers”  than  as  “fallen.” 

3.  While  the  first  two  points  still  distinguish  us  from  other  chari- 
ties, with  objects  at  least  partly  similar,  our  third  principle,  we  are 
glad  to  say,  has  been  adopted,  to  some  extent  at  least,  by  others. 

When  we  began  our  work,  in  1873,  there  was  in  Boston  no  charity 
intended  to  care  for  infants  which  did  not  involve  the  separation  of 
the  mother  and  child.  Now  there  are  several  which  see  clearly  the 
advantage  of  keeping  together  a mother  and  infant,  even  when  the 
mother  is  unmarried.  A woman  who  is  parted  from  her  child  is  more 
likely  to  yield  a second  time  to  temptation.  One  who  retains  the 
personal  charge  of  her  baby  has  a wholesome  occupation  for  her  mind 
and  heart,  and  a constant  incentive  to  an  upright,  industrious  life. 
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While  this  Report  is  just  ready  to  he  sent  to  the  press,  we  hear  of  the  loss 
of  one  of  our  most  honored  and  valued  members. 

Mrs.  William  C.  Williamson  is  one  of  the  small  group  whose  connection 
with  our  work  dates  hack  to  its  earliest  days,  and  for  more  than  forty  years 
we  have  enjoyed  the  priceless  benefit  of  her  rare  gifts  of  mind,  heart  and  charac- 
ter; and  the  good  judgment,  clear  perceptions,  and  gentle  wisdom  which  have 
so  long  been  devoted  to  our  service  are  the  cause  of  inexpressible  gratitude  on 
our  part,  and  to  this  was  added  the  charm  of  a modesty  that  made  no  claims 
for  appreciation,  which  gave  grace  to  all  her  words  and  deeds. 

For  many  years  she  was  Treasurer  of  our  Society,  and  in  this  important 
position  she  showed  a fidelity,  constant  watchful  care,  accuracy  in  detail,  and 
sagacity  which  made  her  especially  valuable. 

It  is  difficult  to  express  how  much  gratitude  we  owe  to  her  constant  helpful 
interest  and  the  sense  of  irreparable  loss  we  now  feel. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


During  the  year  beginning  November  i,  1914,  and  ending 
October  31,  1915,  we  have  had  upon  our  list  378  mothers.  346 
of  these  were  advised  and  planned  for  at  our  headquarters, 
276  Tremont  Street,  under  the  charge  of  our  agent.  Miss  Locke, 
and  the  other  32  at  Miss  Parkman’s  Branch,  at  Chardon  Street 
Building.  275  were  new  apphcants,  and  of  these  200  were  un- 
married.* There  were  252  new  applications  received  at  our 
headquarters,  and  the  other  23  at  Miss  Parkman’s  Branch. 

Several  years  ago  at  one  of  our  annual  meetings,  our  former 
President,  Dr.  Charles  P.  Putnam,  in  his  address  emphasized 
the  point  that  when  our  work  was  begun  in  1873  it  was  founded 
upon  an  idea. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  it  was 
founded  upon  three  ideas,  as  stated  at  the  beginning  of  our 
report  under  the  heading  “Objects  and  Methods  of  our  Work,” 
but  the  most  important  of  these  ideas,  the  most  original  and 

*This  figure  includes  35  belated  marriages. 
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the  one  to  which  Dr.  Putnam  alluded,  was  that  a mother  should 
be  assisted  to  keep  her  infant  in  her  personal  care,  even  if  she 
were  unmarried,  provided  she  loved  her  child  and  her  character 
was  such  as  to  make  her  a suitable  guardian  for  the  infant.  At 
that  date  this  was  an  entirely  new  departure.  The  only  method 
of  helping  an  unmarried  mother  had  been  one  that  involved 
the  separation  from  her  infant. 

The  experience  of  more  than  forty  years  has  amply  justified 
this  principle  of  keeping  such  a mother  with  her  child.  When  a 
mother  has  the  character  and  the  love  for  her  child,  which  such 
an  arrangement  requires,  this  is  the  best  plan  to  follow. 

Our  work  at  first  was  carried  on  chiefly  at  the  New  England 
Hospital,  and  a large  proportion  of  the  patients  whom  we  assisted 
in  this  way  were  well-disposed  young  women,  whose  fault  was 
due  more  to  circumstances  than  to  any  defect  of  character  or 
mind.  The  problem  of  how  to  aid  an  unmarried  woman  of 
this  type  may  be  regarded  as  having  been  solved. 

But  we  are  now  confronted  by  a different  problem,  one  more 
difficult  and  complicated.  It  is  our  effort  to  trace  conscientiously 
the  previous  life-history  of  an  applicant,  to  investigate  her  en- 
vironment and  ratify  her  own  story  by  inquiries  and  visits, 
often  at  a distance.  We  consider  this  part  of  our  work  indis- 
pensable, though  it  involves  much  time,  expense  and  trouble. 
It  is  of  actual  value  to  the  community  and  necessary  for  our 
understanding  and  treatment  of  the  case.  We  are  often  un- 
able to  decide  what  to  do  for  a mother  until  she  has  received 
a thorough  physical  examination — always  by  a woman  physician. 
Even  more  essential  for  our  proper  understanding  of  each  patient 
is  the  very  important  question  regarding  her  mentality.  This 
is  a grave  responsibility,  as  it  often  involves  the  whole  future 
of  the  mother,  as  well  as  of  her  child.  Though  under  normal 
circumstances  we  rarely  advocate  the  separation  of  a mother 
and  child,  yet  if  the  mother  proves  to  be  deficient  mentally,  it 
may  be  the  saving  of  her  child  to  have  it  removed  from  her  care, 
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while  she  herself  should  be  placed  in  an  institution,  where  she 
will  receive  the  protection  and  training  which  she  needs.  Many 
of  the  unmarried  mothers  who  now  come  to  us  prove,  upon 
being  examined  by  an  alienist,  to  have  the  mentality  of  a child 
of  nine  or  ten.  In  many  cases  the  infant  is  not  the  first,  and  the 
question  arises,  what  to  do  for  so  heavily  burdened  a mother, 
so  that  she  may  be  adequately  safeguarded.  It  should  be  the 
work  of  the  State  to  protect  and  care  for  the  mentally  defective, 
for  the  offspring  of  defectives  are  apt  to  be  defective.  Un- 
fortunately, the  provisions  now  made  are  absolutely  inadequate, 
and  in  many  instances  the  Court  has  declined  to  commit  a 
feeble-minded  young  woman  who  should  be  in  custodial  care, 
simply  because  there  is  no  place  where  she  can  be  received. 
At  one  time  during  the  past  year,  we  were  informed  that  a patient 
who  was  an  undoubted  candidate  for  an  Institution  for  the 
Feeble-minded  could  be  placed  on  the  waiting  fist,  but  that 
over  nine  hundred  names  preceded  hers  for  admission.  This 
is  a question  of  gravest  import  to  the  community. 

One  reason  for  mentioning  this  phase  of  our  work  is  the  fact 
that  our  reports  show  a smaller  proportion  of  mothers  placed 
in  domestic  service  compared  with  those  of  former  years.  It 
is  not  right  towards  the  employer,  as  well  as  not  advisable  for 
the  young  woman  herself,  to  place  her  who  is  mentally  abnormal 
(which  generally  means  morally  as  well  as  mentally  deficient), 
or  physically  diseased,  in  a private  family,  and  in  no  other 
form  of  employment  can  she  receive  the  protection  necessary 
for  her  own  safety.  We  therefore  refer  such  young  women  to 
the  public  authorities  for  care. 

By  referring  to  the  table  in  Miss  Locke’s  Report,  which  tells 
of  the  disposition  of  new  cases,  it  will  be  seen  that  each  mother 
is  regarded  as  an  individual  and  assisted  in  the  way  most  suit- 
able to  her  needs  and  circumstances.  For  some,  especially  the 
younger  ones,  the  best  plan  is  often  to  return  them  to  their 
parents  or  relatives.  Some  are  married  to  the  father  of  the 
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child.  This  is  only  when  he  is  a man  of  good  character,  and 
when  there  is  a mutual  attachment.  Others  need  only  advice 
and  are  able  to  care  for  themselves.  Some  are  referred  to  other 
Charitable  Societies  when  those  methods  seem  to  be  suited  to 
their  needs  and  character. 

We  earnestly  hope  that  the  State  will  as  rapidly  as  possible 
increase  the  provision  for  those  who  are  mentally  deficient, 
and  thus  save  the  community  from  a great  danger,  and  many 
young  women  from  a life  of  infamy  and  suffering. 

Lilian  Freeman  Clarke, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  AGENT. 


Brief  Histories  of  Mothers  assisted  during  the  Last 

Fiscal  Year. 

During  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  252  new  apphca- 
tions  were  received  at  our  headquarters,  276  Tremont  Street; 
148  of  these  were  problems  of  unmarried  mothers;  35  were 
women  whose  marriages  had  been  either  belated  or  forced,  or 
married  women  with  illegitimate  children;  the  remaining  69 
were  married  mothers. 

Adding  to  these  252  new  applicants  the  57  mothers  who  were 
in  our  special  care  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  37 
pending  cases  and  old  cases  reopened,  we  have  dealt  with  a 
total  of  346.  As  each  of  these  represents  a mother  with  at  least 
one  child,  we  have  touched  the  lives  of  692  human  beings. 

It  is  a great  responsibihty  to  be  accountable  for  the  social 
welfare  of  so  large  a number.  Study  and  experience  have 
convinced  us  that  in  planning  for  the  mothers  who  apply  to 
us  for  help  the  greatest  caution  must  be  exercised.  To  this 
end  we  must  know  each  person  and  she  must  be  considered  apart 
from  all  the  others.  The  real  situation  must  be  unfolded  before 
advice  can  be  given  or  a wise  course  of  action  be  decided  on. 
And  dealing  with  human  beings,  no  two  situations  can  be  handled 
in  exactly  the  same  way. 

A crisis  in  the  life  of  the  patient  is  usually  our  opportunity 
for  personal  service.  With  some  we  first  come  in  contact 
early  in  their  pregnancy,  and  with  many  when  they  are  ready 
to  leave  a hospital  with  a new-born  infant.  These  hospital 
patients  are  usually  destitute  of  money  and  friends.  Clothing 
for  the  baby  and  shelter  for  both  must  be  provided,  while  a 
careful,  kindly  inquiry  into  the  previous  life-history  of  the 


mother  is  being  made.  We  have  a list  of  selected  private  fami- 
nes ready  to  receive  our  patients,  and  the  Society  pays  their 
board  during  convalescence.  Medical  supervision  is  usually 
obtained  at  the  Dispensaries  or  Out-patient  Departments  of  the 
Hospitals  or  in  some  cases  by  a (woman)  physician.  Whenever 
possible  the  mother  is  encouraged  to  nurse  her  baby. 

Housework  is  never  forced  upon  a woman  if  it  is  distasteful  to 
her  or  if  she  has  the  ability  to  support  herself  and  infant  in  any 
better  way.  Many  of  those  wc  place,  however,  have  had  pre- 
vious experience  in  domestic  service. 

It  is  our  aim  never  to  drop  an  applicant  until  the  responsibility 
is  definitely  assumed  by  some  other  suitable  Society,  the  State, 
or  some  competent  relative  or  friend.  The  study  and  sifting 
of  the  apphcations  involve  much  time,  thought  and  energy,  and 
often  the  mother  that  is  eventually  transferred  to  some  other 
agency  causes  us  more  anxiety  and  trouble  than  one  that  is  re- 
tained. 

The  Feeble-minded  are  a distinct  problem.  In  a conscien- 
tious survey  of  this  group  we  find  that,  of  fifteen  who  have  been 
examined  by  alienists,  one  is  hopelessly  insane,  one  an  insane 
epileptic,  and  thirteen  are  feeble-minded,  needing  the  protect- 
ing care  and  the  training  of  a special  institution.  (These  fif- 
teen women  have  given  birth  to  twenty- two  babies.)  Up  to 
the  present  time  only  four  of  these  mothers  have  been  received 
in  an  Institution  for  the  Feeble-minded;  four  others  are  being 
held,  awaiting  a vacancy;  one  has  been  sent  to  her  home  in  Nova 
Scotia.  The  remaining  six  are  in  the  community,  including  a 
woman  of  thirty,  who  was  put  on  the  waiting  list  after  she  had 
her  first  living  child  in  19 ii.  Since  then  two  others  have 
been  born. 

Eight  have  been  examined  and  pronounced  morons,  or  high- 
grade  feeble-minded,  who  are  not  eligible  to  care  in  the  institu- 
tions provided  by  the  State.  Their  average  mentality  is  that 
of  a child  of  ten  years.  These  eight  women  have  had  an  aggre- 
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gate  of  thirteen  babies.  In  this  group  we  find  one  young  woman 
of  twenty,  herself  an  illegitimate  child,  with  a boy  of  two  years. 
Her  mother,  now  forty-two,  has  had  two  children,  although  never 
married,  and  according  to  the  testimony  of  her  family  has  “al- 
ways been  lacking  and  very  difficult  to  deal  with.”  The  child 
of  the  third  generation  shows  all  the  physical  marks  of  degen- 
eracy. 

Twelve  have  histories  that  point  to  their  being  sub-normal, 
but  have  not  had  a mental  examination.  Here,  for  example,  is  a 
woman  of  thirty-five,  very  deaf,  who  left  school  at  fifteen  in  the 
fourth  grade.  For  twenty  years  she  and  her  older  sister  have 
each  earned  $6  a week  working  in  a factory,  and  they  are  now 
the  sole  support  of  an  aged  invalid  parent  and  a deformed 
brother. 

Nine  others  have  each  had  two  illegitimate  children,  and  three 
have  each  had  three  illegitimate  children. 

Thus  it  appears  that  over  30  per  cent,  or  nearly  one- third  of 
the  unmarried  apphcants  have  been  mentally  or  morally  irre- 
sponsible. 

The  married  women  with  illegitimate  children  are  akin  in 
many  respects  to  the  unmarried.  Six  widows  each  had  an  ille- 
gitimate child,  four  having  other  children;  two  were  divorced 
women  (one  had  two  illegitimate  children) ; four  were  living  apart 
from  their  husbands  (two  of  these  are  morons,  but  not  com- 
mittable);  nine  were  deserted  wives,  each  having  a legitimate 
family;  fourteen  had  belated  or  forced  marriages  (in  nine  of 
these  cases  the  husband  had  deserted). 

The  social  causes  which  brought  married  mothers  to  us 
are  many  and  varied,  and  frequently  require  different  treat- 
ment from  the  unmarried.  Nine  women  were  living  with  their 
famihes,  and  appHed  because  of  the  unemployment,  insufficient 
income  or  intemperance  of  the  husband.  Thirty-five  were  de- 
serted wives,  half  of  these  had  famihes  of  children ; fifteen  were 
hving  apart  for  the  following  reasons:  intemperance  and  abuse. 
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non-support,  insufficient  income,  incompatibility  and  immoral- 
ity. There  was  one  feeble-minded,  one  moron  and  one  prosti- 
tute in  this  group;  five  were  widows;  three  were  referred  to  us 
because  the  husband  had  tuberculosis;  two  because  of  illness 
of  mother. 

Work  of  this  kind  requires  great  discrimination  and  perse- 
verance, and  a worker  must  have  time  for  deliberation  in  order 
to  be  helpful  to  those  who  come  to  her. 

SPECIMEN  HISTORIES. 

The  following  histories  are  selected  from  our  Records  as  being 
representative  of  our  work  and  of  the  different  types  with  which 
we  have  to  deal. 

I.  “Anna,”  eighteen  years  old,  pretty  and  pleasant,  illustrates  one 
such  problem.  She  was  born  in  Denmark  and  came  to  America  four  years 
ago,  to  the  home  of  a Danish  woman  living  in  the  country,  who  had  known 
her  family  abroad.  Here  for  two  years  she  helped  with  the  housework 
and  care  of  the  children,  receiving  in  compensation  $5  a month.  Tired 
of  the  drudgery  and  restraint,  the  lure  of  the  city  tempted  her  and  dur- 
ing the  next  two  years  she  led  a gay  life,  appearing  as  a waitress  in  a 
disreputable  cafe  by  day,  and  by  night  as  a teacher  of  modern  dancing  in 
a public  hall.  Bad  companions  completed  the  tragedy.  The  hospital 
where  she  was  confined  called  upon  our  Society  to  protect  this  young 
mother  and  baby,  and  when  ready  for  discharge  we  placed  them  at  board 
during  convalescence.  Two  weeks  later,  a hurried  telephone  message  from 
our  boarding  woman  told  us  that  arrangements  were  being  made  by  a friend 
of  Anna  for  the  adoption  of  the  child.  Our  worker  with  difficulty  dis- 
suaded her  from  this  plan.  (We  later  discovered  that  this  friend  had  an 
illegitimate  baby  in  the  care  of  the  State,  had  a court  record  and  was 
mentally  deficient.)  A few  days  later  a thorough  physical  examination, 
including  a blood  test,  revealed  that  Anna  had  venereal  disease,  though 
not  in  a contagious  form  and  with  no  outward  manifestation  in  either 
mother  or  baby.  Then  followed  weekly  trips  to  the  hospital,  where  they 
were  under  the  observation  and  treatment  of  a specialist.  In  the  mean 
time  our  visitor  persuaded  Anna  to  write  home  to  her  parents,  with  the 
result  that  her  step-mother  answered,  asking  her  to  return  to  them  v.dth 
her  child.  A later  letter  enclosed  $100  for  the  fare,. and  her  father  bade 
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her  remember  the  old  Danish  saying,  “There  is  house-room  and  heart-room 
for  you  and  your  baby  here.”  Their  physical  condition  was  by  this  time 
so  improved  that  further  treatment  was  unnecessary,  and  Anna  and  her 
three  months  baby  are  now  on  the  high  seas.  The  wholesome  home-life 
and  friendly  interest  we  gave  her  proved  to  be  the  turning-point  of  her 
career.  The  burden  is  now  shifted  from  our  Society  to  her  family,  and 
we  hope  that  they  maybe  equal  to  the  task. 

2.  Then  there  is  “Elizabeth,”  whose  baby  was  more  than  a month  old 
when  we  first  heard  of  her,  and  who  because  of  discouragement,  owing  to 
her  poor  physical  condition  and  the  hopelessness  of  the  situation,  had  made 
arrangements  for  the  adoption  of  her  infant.  This  woman  of  twenty-five 
had  never  had  a real  home;  her  mother  died  when  she  was  two  years  old 
and  her  father  brought  up  his  children  as  best  he  could.  In  her  delicate 
and  nervous  condition,  although  much  attached  to  her  child,  she  did  not 
feel  able  to  care  for  it.  The  Society  boarded  this  mother  and  baby  in 
the  home  of  a trained  nurse,  under  the  care  of  a private  physician.  Rest, 
regular  hours  and  nourishing  food  proved  to  be  what  she  needed,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  months  she  was  ^ well  enough  to  work.  Fortunately  we 
obtained  for  mother  and  baby  the  interest  of  a man  and  wife,  city-bred 
people,  but  living  on  a hundred-acre  farm  about  thirty  miles  from  Boston. 
This  employer  proved  to  be  an  exceptional  woman,  who  co-operated  with 
us  intelligently  in  all  our  efforts  to  develop  Elizabeth’s  latent  possibilities. 
She  has  responded  wonderfully  to  the  home  atmosphere  and  kindness  shown 
her,  but  in  this  case  the  baby  has  been  the  trouble:  spoiled  and  drugged 
in  the  beginning  and  naturally  delicate,  the  adjustment  of  mother  and 
infant  to  the  conditions  in  their  new  home  has  been  exceedingly  difficult. 
But  we  hope  that  as  in  other  cases  which  have  presented  the  same  difficul- 
ties, patience  and  perseverance  and  the  constant  influence  of  a friendly 
visitor  will  in  time  bear  fruit,  and  that  Elizabeth  may  yet  be  a happy 
and  upright  woman,  and  her  child,  like  many  others  who  have  had  the 
same  beginning,  may  yet  become  a useful  and  valued  member  of  the  com- 
munity. 

3.  Applied  November,  1914.  American,  twenty  years.  Unmarried, 
and  pregnant.  Girl  baby  born  in  February,  1915.  W.  was  born  and 
brought  up  in  the  country,  one  of  a family  of  eight  children.  Her  father 
was  a farmer,  and  her  mother,  a good  woman,  but  unsympathetic  and  stern, 
did  not  allow  her  children  to  have  company  at  home.  At  seventeen  years 
W.  left  High  School  in  her  second  year,  to  go  out  as  a domestic  and  was 
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obliged  to  send  all  her  wages  to  her  mother.  At  the  wedding  of  a cousin 
she  met  the  man  responsible  for  her  condition. 

When  she  applied  to  us  she  was  the  unwelcome  guest  of  a relative  in 
Boston,  and  expected  to  become  a mother  in  three  months.  We  found 
her  to  be  perfectly  healthy,  and  her  employers  spoke  of  her  in  the  highest 
terms.  The  man,  four  years  older  than  herself,  was  anxious  to  marry  her, 
but  he  had  no  money  and  during  the  financial  stress  of  last  winter  could 
not  obtain  employment  although  he  had  good  references.  We  advised 
and  helped  them  to  procure  a marriage  license,  bought  a wedding  ring, 
and  made  arrangements  with  a minister  to  perform  the  ceremony.  Then 
we  sent  them  to  board  in  a private  family  temporarily.  The  man’s  relatives 
in  Nova  Scotia  were  willing  to  receive  them,  and  as  there  was  no  prospect 
of  work  for  him  here,  the  Society  paid  their  fare  to  the  home  of  his  parents. 

A letter  from  the  husband: — 

January  4,  1915. 

My  dear  Miss  L., — I’m  going  to  write  you  and  try  to  explain  our  situation. 
We  are  home  here  with  my  father  and  mother,  also  my  brother.  We  are  very 
happy,  both  W.  and  I.  They  are  all  very  fond  of  W.  and  they  use  her  just 
like  one  of  our  own  family.  We  expect  our  baby  very  soon  and  my  mother 
and  W.  are  busy  preparing  for  the  event.  We  have  eight  large  comfortable 
bedrooms  in  our  home  and  W.  has  her  choice  of  any  one  of  them.  We  have 
our  doctor  engaged  and  I’m  sure  W.  will  come  through  her  sickness  safely. 
About  working  conditions  around  here.  Everything  is  at  a standstill. 
All  my  people  are  trying  their  very  best  to  get  me  work.  I’m  sure  they  will 
succeed,  although  the  mines  are  at  a standstill.  My  uncle  thinks  he  can 
get  me  a job,  paying  $50  per  month,  board  and  clothing.  If  I get  that  I will 
be  well  satisfied  as  they  want  W.  to  stay  home.  My  uncle  is  a captain 
in  the  Canadian  Army.  We’ll  never  forget  your  great  assistance  to  us 
when  we  were  in  need  of  friends.  If  it  was  not  for  you  God  only  knows 
what  would  have  become  of  us.  But  we  will  not  forget  your  kindness, 
“never.”  We  wrote  to  W.’s  mother  and  all  her  people,  but  have  not  re- 
ceived an  answer.  But  W.  is  happy  and  doesn’t  worry  now,  as  they  all 
love  and  care  for  her  here.  Wishing  you  a happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

A letter  announcing  the  birth  of  the  baby: — 

February  23,  1915. 

My  dear  Miss  L., — It  is  with  perfect  happiness  that  I’m  writing  you 
to-night,  for  the  great  event  has  happened*  and  we  have  the  most  beautiful 
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baby  girl.  She  was  born  Sunday  at  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and  W.  is 
perfectly  well.  Oh!  Miss  L.,  she  is  the  dearest,  prettiest  baby  you  ever 
saw,  and  is  healthy  and  strong.  We  have  W.  at  home  and  she  gets  lovely 
care  and  feels  perfectly  happy.  She  will  write  you  and  explain  all  to  you 
as  soon  as  the  doctor  permits  her  to.  I was  away  about  thirty  miles  from 
home  with  my  uncle,  but  they  called  me  home  and  I came  at  once.  I’m 
earning  money  now  with  my  uncle,  so  we  are  able  to  pay  our  bills  so  far. 
We  certainly  remember  the  great  aid  you  gave  us  in  our  hour  of  need. 
We  have  you  and  you  alone  to  thank  for  our  present  happiness.  Miss  L. 
Oh!  I cannot  tell  you  how  thankful  I am  to  you  for  making  it  possible  for 
me  to  marry  my  darling  W.  I have  not  words  great  enough  to  tell  you  of 
our  happiness  with  our  sweet  baby  girl.  She  wishes  me  to  thank  you  for 
your  lovely,  kind  letter  to  her.  Thanking  you  again  for  your  kindness  to  us. 

4.  Applied  January,  1915.  American,  twenty-one  years.  Baby  boy 
two  days  old.  An  employer  of  J.’s  sister  M.  wrote  asking  advice  about  J., 
to  whom  a son  had  been  born  two  days  previously,  in  the  family  where 
she  had  been  employed  for  a few  months.  We  visited  and  found  that  she 
was  being  attended  by  a doctor  and  a nurse,  and  the  family  consented  to 
keep  her  and  the  baby.  She  appeared  to  be  a weak-willed,  simple-minded 
girl,  of  a highly  nervous  temperament.  The  alleged  father  had  been 
arrested  and  the  case  was  to  be  tried  the  next  month. 

Our  investigation  showed  that  J.’s  father  was  born  inDenmark,her  mother 
in  England,  where  they  were  married,  and  they  came  to  the  United  States 
together  in  1886.  A district  nurse  who  knew  the  family  said  the  home 
was  filthy — not  fit  for  animals  to  live  in.  Her  parents  died  when  J.  was 
eleven  years  old,  probably  both  of  tuberculosis.  Then  J.,  her  twin  brother 
and  her  sister  M.  were  taken  by  the  City.  Two  other  sisters  had  died  of 
tuberculosis,  and  the  oldest  sister  is  in  the  School  for  the  Feeble-minded. 
(The  latter  is  thirty-two  years  old  and  has  the  mentality  of  a child  of  seven.) 
J.’s  twin  brother  is  now  married  to  a woman  who  has  had  two  illegitimate 
babies,  and  her  sister  M.  has  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye  through  inherited 
disease. 

J.  was  placed  out  under  supervision  until  she  became  of  age.  At  first 
she  kept  her  places,  but  gradually  deteriorated.  For  more  than  a year 
she  had  been  associating  with  girls  of  bad  reputation,  on  whom  she  had  spent 
all  her  savings.  She  was  easily  influenced  and  was  clearly  the  type  who 
would  get  into  trouble  again. 

The  man  was  found  guilty  and  ordered  to  pay  the  confinement  expenses 
and  $2  a week  for  the  support  of  the  child.  He  appealed.  In  the  Superior 
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Court  the  Jury  found  him  guilty  and  the  previous  order  was  sustained. 
About  this  time  J.  began  to  have  serious  trouble  with  her  employer,  and 
she  weaned  the  baby  preparatory  to  placing  him  at  board.  We  arranged 
for  her  to  have  a thorough  physical  and  mental  examination.  Her  physical 
condition  was  good,  but  mentally  she  was  pronounced  feeble-minded, 
with  the  mentality  of  a child  between  ten  and  eleven  years — the  type  most 
dangerous  to  the  community.  There  was  no  vacancy  at  either  institution, 
and  as  an  experiment  and  in  order  to  hold  her,  we  decided  to  place  her  with 
the  baby  in  a family.  She  paid  no  attention  to  her  work,  wanted  to  be  out 
all  the  time,  and  showed  no  responsibility  in  the  care  or  feeding  of  the 
child.  The  employer  would  not  keep  her  longer  than  two  weeks.  She 
is  now  being  held  in  an  institution  until  she  can  be  committed  to  custodial 
care.  Her  child  is  in  the  care  of  the  City.  It  took  six  months  of  continu- 
ous effort  to  bring  about  this  result. 

5.  Applied  November,  1914.  Irish,  twenty-four  years.  Unmarried,  and 
pregnant.  Girl  baby  born  December,  1914. 

B.  was  sent  to  the  Society  about  a month  before  her  baby  was  born.  At 
the  time  she  was  in  lodgings  in  the  city,  her  rent  being  paid  by  an  uncle-in- 
law. 

Her  story  was  that  in  the  latter  part  of  1913,  her  aunt,  who  was  ill  with  a 
cancer,  paid  her  passage  from  Ireland  to  come  and  care  for  her  and  her 
family  of  five  little  children.  This  she  did  most  faithfully  until  her  aunt 
died  the  following  June.  Then  the  home  was  broken  up  and  the  children 
went  to  relatives.  B.,  who  was  now  three  months  pregnant,  worked  as  long 
as  she  was  able. 

She  claimed  only  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  the  alleged  father  of  her 
child,  and  could  not  give  any  clue  to  his  whereabouts. 

After  the  baby  was  born  we  boarded  them  in  a private  family  for  five 
weeks.  When  B.  was  strong  enough  to  work  we  placed  her  and  the  baby 
with  a middle-aged  couple.  She  has  been  there  now  ten  months,  is  con- 
tented and  happy.  She  has,  meanwhile,  confessed  to  her  visitor  that  her 
aunt’s  husband  is  the  father  of  her  child.  He  wanted  her  to  marry  him, 
but  she  refused  because  he  has  five  children  already,  is  without  employment 
most  of  the  time  and  is  a hard  drinker.  She  does  not  wish  former  friends 
to  know  where  she  is,  and  although  she  feels  her  position  keenly,  is  deter- 
mined to  live  down  her  misfortune. 


i8 

The  applications  received  at  our  headquarters  at  276  Tremont 
Street  from  November  i,  1914,  to  October  31,  1915,  have  come 
from  the  following  sources: — 

Private  individuals 15 

Physicians 3 

Associated  Charities: 

Boston 24 

Cambridge 2 

Salem 2 

Provident  Association 3 

Roxbury  Charitable  Society i 

Through  advertisement  in  newspapers . 14 

Sign  on  Building 12 

Through  former  applicants 5 

State  Charities  Aid  Association,  New  York i 

State  Board  of  Charity: 

Division  of  Adult  Poor 3 

Division  of  Minor  Wards 4 

Boston  Children’s  Aid  Society 10 

Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 12 

Catholic  Charitable  Bureau 2 

Children’s  Friend  Society 2 

Children’s  Mission 4 

Boston  Society  for  the  Care  of  Girls i 

Avon  Home 3 

Church  Home 3 

Chardon  Street  Home  4 

New  England  Home  for  Little  Wanderers 4 

Salvation  Army  Home  i 

Hospitals: 

Boston  Lying-in 22 

Cambridge,  Social  Service i 

Children’s,  Social  Service 2 

City,  Social  Service 9 

Homoeopathic,  Social  Service 12 

Long  Island,  Social  Service  Committee 4 

Massachusetts  General,  Social  Service i 

Massachusetts  Babies’ 5 

Mt.  Sinai,  Social  Service 3 

New  England,  Social  Service i 

Newton,  Social  Service 2 

Peter  Bent  Brigham,  Social  Service i 

Directory  for  Wet-Nurses 6 
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Dispensaries: 

Boston II 

New  England  3 

Maverick i 

Berkeley  Infirmary i 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 2 

District  Nursing  Association 4 

District  Nurse,  Dover i 

Milk  and  Baby  Hygiene  Association 2 

Nurseries: 

Day  Nursery  Aid  Society,  Lynn 2 

South  End i 

Sunnyside i 

Trinity • i 

Denison  House 2 

South  End  House i 

Church  Visitors  4 

Girls’  Club,  Greenfield  i 

National  Civic  Federation i 

Women’s  Educational  and  Industrial  Union 3 

Massachusetts  Training  School,  Girls’  Parole  Department i 

Boston  Legal  Aid  Society i 

Lowell  Social  Service  League i 

Waltham  Social  Service  League i 

Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  i 

Employment  Agency i 

252 

Cases  dealt  with  by  Tremont  Street  Branch  from  November  i,  1914,  to 
October  31,  1915,  inclusive. 

Cases  in  care  November  i,  1914 57 

Pending  disposition  November  i,  1914  ii 

New  applications 252 

Old  cases  reapplied 26  289 

346 

Disposition  of  Cases. 

Unmarried.  Married. 

* Placed  under  supervision 31  6 

Temporarily  otherwise  placed 8 i 

Sent  to  Public  Institutions 7 i 

* 19  were  also  placed  in  families  by  Miss  Parkman,  making  56  in  all. 
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Unmarried.  Married. 

Advised 37  8 

Married 5 

Considered  but  made  own  plans 10  6 

Withdrawn: 

By  applicant 7 7 

By  referring  Society 4 3 

Pending 8 i 

Returned  to  husband 3 

Returned  to  relatives 17  3 

Sent  out  of  State  to  relatives 7 

Referred  to  other  Societies 26  23 

Referred  back  to  other  Societies 27  14 

Committed  to  Insane  Hospitals 3 

Baby  died 5 3 

Disappeared 4 

Refused 4 

210  79 

Referred  to  Other  Societies. 

Unmarried.  Married. 

Associated  Charities: 

Boston 6 13 

Lynn i 

Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 3 i 

Day  Nursery 3 

Catholic  Charitable  Bureau 3 

Children’s  Friend  Society 2 i 

Children’s  Aid  Society i 

State  Minor  Wards 3 

Worcester  Children’s  Friend  Society  ' i 

House  of  Mercy i 

Massachusetts  Babies’  Hospital  i 

Long  Island  Hospital,  Social  Service  Committee i 

Social  Service  League,  Lowell  i 

New  Hampshire  Children’s  Aid  and  Protective  Society i 

Milk  and  Baby  Hygiene  Association i 

Greek  Missionary i 

Council  of  Jewish  Women i 

Federated  Jewish  Charities  i 

Hebrew  Ladies  Charity  Organization,  Chelsea i 

Italian  Immigrant  Society i 

26  33 
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Referred  back  to  Other  Societies. 

Associated  Charities:  Unmarried.  Married. 

Boston 7 7 

Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 4 i 

Catholic  Charitable  Bureau 2 

Children’s  Aid  Society 2 

Florence  Crittenton  Home i 

Talitha  Cumi  Home  2 

Salvation  Army  Home  i 

New  England  Home  for  Little  Wanderers i i 

House  of  Mercy i 

Massachusetts  Babies’  Hospital 2 

State  Adult  Poor i 

State  Minor  Wards i 

Milk  and  Baby  Hygiene  Association  i 

Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary i 

Roxbury  Charitable  Society i 

National  Civic  Federation i 

Council  of  Jewish  Women i 

Trustees  for  Children i 

Parole  Department  of  the  Massachusetts  Reformatory  for  Women,  i 

27  14 

Mothers  and  Infants  in  Care  of  Visitors. 

Remaining  in  our  care  November  1,1914 57 

New  cases  added 35 

Old  cases  renewed  and  placed 2 

94 

Cases  concluded  between  November  i,  1914,  and  October  31,  1915. 

Unmarried.  Married. 

Married,  keeping  child i 

Returned  to  husband 2 

Returned  to  relatives 5 

Returned  to  parents  2 i 

Committed  to  Wrentham  State  School i 

Waiting  admission  to  School  for  the  Feeble-minded 2 

Referred  to  other  Societies 2 

Sent  to  Rutland  State  Sanatorium i 

Self-directing  and  self-supporting  2 6 

16  9 

E.  M.  Locke, 

Agent, 


22 


MOTHERS  ASSISTED  DURING  FISCAL  YEAR.* 


November  i,  1914,  to  October  31,  1915. 


Old  cases  (continued)  103 

New  cases 275 

Whole  number  assisted 378 

Married  women  (new  cases) 75 

Unmarried  women  (new  cases)  200 

27s 


Married  women  (old  cases) 23 

Unmarried  women  (old  cases) 8q 


103 


Married  women  (old  cases) 23 

Married  women  (new  cases) 75 


98 


Unmarried  women  (old  cases) 80 

Unmarried  women  (new  cases)  200 


280 


Nationality  of  Old  Cases. 
{Married.) 

American  . . . 

Irish 

Irish-American  . 

English  .... 

English-American 
Scotch-English  . 


4 German i 

3 Syrian i 

5 Swedish 2 

I English,  born  in  Canada  ....  i 

I Scotch,  born  in  Canada  ....  i 

I 21 


These  statistics  include  the  mothers  assisted  at  Miss  Parkman’s  Branch. 
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{Unmarried.) 

American 

4 

Polish 

3 

Irish 

14 

German 

. I 

Irish-American  . . . 

18 

German-American 

. I 

Bohemian-American  . 

French- American 

3 

Swedish 

French-Canadian 

4 

Finnish 

2 

English,  born  in  Canada  . 

7 

Scotch  

2 

Irish,  born  in  Canada  .... 

I 

English 

Scotch,  bom  in  Canada  . . . 

. 2 

English-Scotch  . . . 

Colored 

English-American  . . 

I 

Nationality 

OF  New  Cases. 
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{Married.) 


American  . . ' 

...  9 

Russian 

Irish 

...  16 

Lithuanian 

Irish-American 

...  9 

Swedish 

English 

...  4 

Norwegian 

Scotch  

...  I 

Jewish 

. . 4 

Scotch-American  . . . . 

...  I 

English,  bom  in  Canada  . . 

. . 2 

French- American  . . . . 

...  I 

Irish,  born  in  Canada  . . . 

. . 3 

French-Canadian  . . . . 

...  I 

Scotch,  born  in  Canada  . . 

, . I 

Polish 

...  5 

Colored 

. . 3 

Greek 

Unrecorded 

. . I 

Italian 
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Finnish 

( Unmarried.) 

American 

...  35 

Danish 

Irish  

Finnish 

Irish-American 

...  36 

Lithuanian 

English 

Polish 

Scotch 

...  5 

Portuguese 

Scotch-American  . . . . 

Portuguese-American  . . . 

French- American  . . . . 

...  3 

Italian 

. . 3 

French-Canadian  . . . . 

...  8 

West  Indian 

French-German 

Jewess 

. . 4 

German 

Scotch-Irish 

German-American  . . . . 

...  3 

Scotch-English 

. . 3 

German-Spanish  . . . . 

Scotch , born  in  Canada  . . 

. . 7 

Swedish 

...  3 

English,  born  in  Canada  . . 

. . 14 

Swedish-American  . . . . 

...  3 

Irish,  born  in  Canada  . . . 

. . 5 

Swiss . . . 

Colored 

. . 13 

Norwegian 
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Ages  of  New  Cases. 


{Unmarried.) 


14  years 

old 

25  years 

old 

...  17 

15 

ii 

ii 

26 

ii 

ii 

...  4 

16 

ii 

ii 

27 

ii 

ii 

...  9 

17 

ii 

ii 

....  3 

28 

“ 

...  9 

18 

ii 

ii 

....  5 

29 

ii 

ii 

...  5 

19 

ii 

ii 

30 

ii 

ii 

...  7 

20 

a 

ii 

31 

a 

a 

21 

ii 

ii 

32 

ii 

22 

a 

ii 

....  25 

Over 

‘ 32 

years  old  .... 

...  8 

23 

a 

ii 

Unrecorded  

24 

a 

ii 
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We  earnestly  hope  for  financial  support  which  will  enable 
us  to  meet  the  difiicult  conditions  described  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Report,  and  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  our  work  which 
to  us  seems  very  important. 

Lilian  F.  Clarke. 

Mary  R.  Parkman. 


LETTER  TO  MISS  PARKMAN. 


November  2,  1915. 

Just  a few  lines  as  I promised  to  write  when  I was  here  two  weeks,  but 
I am  a little  slow  in  writing  as  we  have  been  pretty  busy  and  of  course  I am 
new  to  the  place  and  don’t  know  where  things  belong,  and  we  are  doing 
a little  house  cleaning,  and  this  week  we  have  been  papering  and  painting 
the  dining-room,  and  it  looks  real  lovely,  and  besides  a little  extra  cleaning 
because  Mrs.  is  going  to  have  a whist  party  to-morrow  afternoon. 

Mrs. and  her  son  went  to  Boston  to-day  and  her  mother  and  I kept 

house  together. 

I like  here  very  much  and  I want  to  thank  you  very  much.  Miss  Parkman, 
for  getting  me  the  place,  and  I also  think  it  very  kind  of  you  to  take  so 
much  interest  in  me,  a stranger  to  you. 

Baby  and  I are  both  well  and  hope  when  this  letter  reaches  you,  it  will 
find  you  enjoying  the  best  of  health.  He  has  been  a real  good  boy,  lately 
he  sleeps  half  of  the  time. 

I have  bought  me  a new  house  dress  and  a few  other  small  things  for  baby 
and  myself. 

Good  night,  and  God  bless  you  every  day  is  the  wish  of  your  friend. 
Baby  and  I send  our  love  and  best  wishes. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 

Receipts. 

Balance  November  1,  1914: 

North  End  Savings  Bank $38.93 

Miss  Locke 45.84 

State  Street  Trust  Company 939.43  $1,024.20 


Subscriptions  and  donations  received  from  November  1, 

1914,  to  October  31,  1915,  inclusive $4,031.00 

Donations  received,  due  November  1,  1915  121.00  4,152.00 

Board  and  railroad  fares  returned  by  mothers 107.87 

Railroad  fares  returned  by  employers .60 

Sale  of  bond  (Atlanta  Northern  Railway  Co.) $491.22 

Loan  and  interest 426.35  64.87 

Parti-mortgage  matured  November  1,  1915  500.00 

Loan  from  Miss  C.  H.  Clarke 200.00 

Loan  from  State  Street  Trust  Company $200.00 

Less  interest 5.10  194.90 

Sale  of  letter  box  1-50 

Refund  on  repairs  279  Tremont  Street 58.59 

Interest: 

Investments $429.00 

State  Street  Trust  Company 13.60  442.60 

Total . . . $6,747.13 


Expenditures. 

Board  of  mothers  and  infants $696.70 

Board  of  children 14.75 

Clothing  for  women  and  children  47.26 

Milk  and  food  for  infants 2.69 

Medicine  and  medical  attention 55.58 

Fares  and  travelling 208.51 

Given  to  women 5.13 

Advertising 22.26 

Stationery 24.75 

Postage 88.77 

Express 20.15 

Telephone  14^83 

Cleaning  rooms 36.60 

Sundries 25.56 

Lighting  and  heating  office  for  Miss  Parkman  . . . ‘ 8.25 

Membership  in  National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction  . . . 2.50 

Salaries  of  six  agents  and  stenographer 3,848.29 

Printing  and  pictures  for  Annual  Report 135.50 

Postage  Annual  Report 30.00 

Rent  of  Safe  Deposit  Box 10.00 

Auditing  Accounts 20.00 

Poster  at  Infant  Mortality  Exhibit — Public  Library 16.00 

Directory  of  Charities,  advertisement  25.00 

Interest  on  bank  loan  12.88 

Repairing  and  painting  279  Tremont  Street $52.00 

Linoleum  carpet,  279  Tremont  Street 6.59  58.59 

Room  rent,  276  Tremont  Street 200.00 

Balance  on  hand  November  1,  1915: 

Miss  Parkman $21.24 

^iiss  Lock©  , 74.70 

State  Street  Trust  Company 889.18  985.21 


Total $6,747.13 
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BALANCE  SHEET  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  HELPING 
DESTITUTE  MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS. 

October  31,  1915. 


Assets. 

Investments: 

17  shares  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  at  par  . . $850.00 

4 shares  New  England  Investment  and  Security  Com- 
pany   400.00 

29  shares  American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Company,  2,900.00 
Bond  of  Cincinnati,  Dayton  & Ironton  Railroad  Com- 
pany, at  par,  5 per  cent i,coo.oo 

Parti-mortgage  receipts  of  the  Conveyancers’  Title 

Insurance  Company,  4>^  per  cent 1,000.00 

Parti-mortgage  receipt  of  the  Conveyancers’  Title 

Insurance  Company,  5 per  cent 1,000.00 

$7,150.00 

Cash: 

Balance  from  Miss  Parkman $21.24 

Balance  from  Miss  Locke 74-79 

Balance  with  State  Street  Trust  Company 889.18  985.21 

$8,135.21 


Liabilities. 


Net  worth: 

Society  for  Helping  Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  October  31, 1915 


$8,135.21 


LOUISE  ADELE  GREENE,  Treasurer. 


I find  the  foregoing  accounts  for  the  twelve  months  ending  October  31,  1915, 
to  have  been  correctly  kept  and  to  have  been  properly  vouched.  I have  also 
verified  the  Cash  Balance.  The  Securities  have  been  examined  by  me,  and  found 
to  be  in  correct  form. 

GEO.  E.  HODGE,  Auditor. 

December  2,  1915. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS  RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  i, 
1914,  TO  OCTOBER  31,  1915,  INCLUSIVE. 


A.  C.  L.  Fund $10.00  Mrs.  Algernon  Coolidge  . . . $10.00 

Mrs.  Gordon  Abbott  ....  10.00  Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge  . . 10.00 

Mrs.  Andrew  Adie 25.00  Miss  C.  P.  Cordner 5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Lothrop  Ames  ....  50.00  Mrs.  F.  L.  Cruft lo.co 

Mrs.  James  B.  Ames  ....  20.00  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cummings  . . 5.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory 10.00  Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis 100.00 

Mrs.  S.  Reed  Anthony  ....  5.00  Mrs.  Greely  S.  Curtis  ....  20.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton lo.oc  Mrs.  John  S.  Curtis 15.00 

Mrs.  Edwin  E.  Atkins  ....  10.00  Mrs.  E.  B.  Dane 100.00 

Miss  E.  S.  Bacon 10.00  Andrew  McFarland  Davis  . . 20.00 

Mrs.  L.  Baer 5.C0  Mrs.  Horace  A.  Davis  ....  5.00 

Robert  H.  Bancroft 10.00  Mrs.  Francis  P.  Denny  . . . 5.00 

E.  D.  Barbour 5.00  Dr.  Franklin  Dexter 10.00 

Miss  Fannie  Bartlett  ....  10.00  Mrs.  Chas.  F.  Dole lo.co 

Mrs.  Stephen  L.  Bartlett  . . . 50.00  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Dowse  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  John  W.  Bartol  ....  10.00  Miss  Louisa  L.  Dresel  ....  215.00 

Miss  Lucy  W.  Baxter  ....  5.00  Mrs.  C.  R.  Eliot 3.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake  ....  ic.oo  Mrs.  J.  W.  Elliott 20.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Blake  . 5.00  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Emerson  . . 10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Parkman  Blake  . . . 15.00  Mrs.  R.  W.  Emmons,  2d  . . . 10.00 

Mrs.  Reginald  Boardman  . . 5.00  William  Endicott 50.00 

Mrs.  John  L.  Bremer  . . . . 45.00  Mrs.  Harold  C.  Ernst  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Brown  ....  2.00  Mrs.  M.  P.  Fearing 10.00 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Bryant 30.00  Mrs.  L.  Carteret  Fenno  . . . 25.00 

Mrs.  Allston  Burr 5.00  Mrs.  James  T.  Fields  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Henry  B.  Cabot  ....  50.00  Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz 25.00 

Miss  Georgina  S.  Cary  ....  25.00  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Forbes  ....  200.00 

Mrs.  Channing  Clapp  ....  4.00  Mrs.  James  G.  Freeman  . . . 10.00 

Mrs.  Frederic  S.  Clark  ....  5.00  A Friend 50.00 

Mrs.  John  T.  Clark 5.C0  A Friend 25.00 

Miss  Cora  H.  Clarke  ....  275.00  A Friend 25.00 

Eliot  C.  Clarke 10.00  Dr.  J.  Austin  Furfey  ....  5.00 

Miss  Lilian  F.  Clarke  ....  ico.oo  Mrs.  George  P.  Gardner  . . . 10.00 

Alice  and  Esther  Clement  . . 2.00  Miss  Emily  Gray 5.00 

C.  R.  Codman 20.00  Miss  Harriet  Gray 25.00 

Mrs.  Russell  Codman  ....  10.00  Mrs.  Roland  Gray 100.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Collens  ....  2.00  Mrs.  Russell  Gray 10.00 

Mrs.  James  D.  Colt 5.00  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Grew 50.00 
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Miss  Mary  R.  Grinnell  . . . $20.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild 5.00 

Mrs.  M.  Graeme  Haughton.  . 25.00 

Miss  Charlotte  A.  Hedge  ...  5.00 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson,  Jr.  . . 10.00 

Mrs.  John  Homans 10.00 

Mrs.  James  R.  Hooper  ....  10.00 

Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Houghton  . 50.00 

Mrs.  Clement  S.  Houghton  . . 77.50 

Miss  Hepsie  S.  Howard  . . . 10.00 

Mrs.  Osborne  Howes,  Jr.  . . . 50.00 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Hutchins  . . 3.00 

Mrs.  Oscar  lasigi 10.00 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Jackson 10.00 

Mrs.  Elliott  P.  Joslin  ....  2.C0 

Mrs.  Edward  L.  Kent  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Kidder  . . . 10.00 

Mrs.  Henry  P.  Kidder  . . . 10.00 

Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  . . . 100.00 

Mrs.  Marcus  M.  Kimball  . . 50.00 

Miss  Rose  Lamb 30.00 

Mrs.  John  C.  Lee 5.00 

Mrs.  Joseph  Lee 25. co 

Mrs.  Lester  Leland 10.00 

Augustus  P.  Loring 10.00 

Miss  Katherine  P.  Loring  . . 25.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Caleb  Loring  . . , 10.00 

Mrs.  Thornton  K.  Lothrop  . . 50.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Lovering 10.00 

Mrs.  Francis  C.  Lowell  . . . 15.00 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Lowell 10.00 

Mrs.  George  G.  Lowell  . . . 25.00 

Miss  Georgina  Lowell  ....  5.00 

Arthur  T.  Lyman 100.00 

Miss  Julia  Lyman 30.00 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Lyon 30.00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Mack 3.00 

Miss  Fanny  P.  Mason  ....  25.00 

Miss  Ida  M.  Mason 50.00 

Mass.  Charitable  Fire  Society,  50.00 
Mrs.  Wm.  H.  McElwain  . . . 10.00 

Miss  Margaret  McGuffey  . . 5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Morison 15.00 

Mrs.  John  Holmes  Morison  . 122.00 


Miss  Amelia  Morrill  . . . 

$10.00 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse  . . . 

2.00 

Miss  E.  G.  Morse 

3.00 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Moseley  . . . . 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Nolte 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Otis  Norcross  . . . . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Evelyn  W.  Ordway  . . 

10.00 

The  Misses  Paine 

10.00 

Dr.  Sarah  E.  Palmer  . . . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Parker 

5.00 

C.  L.  Peirson 

25.00 

Mrs.  John  F.  Perkins  . . . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Dudley  L.  Pickman 

25.00 

Wallace  L.  Pierce 

10.00 

Mrs.  Alexander  S.  Porter,  Jr. 

10.00 

Mrs.  Neal  Rantoul  .... 

50.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Richardson  . . . 

50.00 

Miss  Annette  P.  Rogers  . . 

15.00 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Saltonstall . . . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Robert  Saltonstall  . . 

10.00 

Herbert  M.  Sears 

25.00 

Mrs.  Philip  Sears 

25.00 

Mrs.  G.  Howland  Shaw  . . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Quincy  A.  Shaw  . . . 

50.  CO 

Mrs.  Robert  Gould  Shaw 

25. CO 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Sheffield  .... 

2.50 

Mrs.  Isaac  Sprague  .... 

25.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Sprague  .... 

15.00 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Staigg  .... 

5. CO 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson  . . . 

10.00 

Miss  E.  H.  Storer 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Stratton  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Streeter  .... 

10.00 

John  W.  Suter 

5.00 

Mrs.  Ezra  R.  Thayer  . . . 

5.00 

Mrs.  John  B.  Tileston  . . . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Herbert  A.  Tucker  . . 

2.00 

A.  G.  Van  Nostrand  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  Samuel  D.  Warren  . . 

10.00 

Wednesday  Morning  Sewing 

Circle 

75.00 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Weld 

2.00 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Wheeler  .... 

15.00 

Miss  Amy  White 

3.00 

30 


George  Wiggles  worth  . . . . $20.00 
The  Misses  Williams  ....  10.00 

The  Misses  Willson 10.00 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Winthrop  . . 25.00 


Mrs.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Jr. . $25.00 

Mrs.  P.  W.  Wrenn 5.00 

Mrs.  John  Gordon  Wright  . . 10.00 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  MAY  BE  SENT  TO  MRS.  BERTRAM  GREENE 
(LOUISE  ADELE  GREENE,  TREASURER),  382  COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE. 


Donations  of  Clothing,  etc. 

Mrs.  Frank  Pierce,  second-hand  clothing:  2 infants’  bonnets,  5 infants’  undervests, 
2 infants’  slips,  i infant’s  petticoat,  2 infants’  flannel  gertrudes,  i pair  children’s 
mittens. 

Mrs.  David  Cheever,  second-hand  clothing:  2 infants’  flannel  wrappers,  i infant’s 
kimono,  5 infants’  knitted  jackets,  i infant’s  bonnet,  6 infants’  bands,  4 worsted 
afghans,  i carriage  blanket,  4 pairs  children’s  slippers,  3 pairs  children’s 
drawers,  2 children’s  flannel  nightgowns,  2 children’s  sleeping  bags,  i pair 
children’s  mittens,  i pair  children’s  bed  shoes,  i child’s  knitted  jacket,  i 
child’s  hat,  i child’s  coat,  i child’s  flannel  petticoat,  i child’s  undervest,  i 
pair  worsted  leggins,  42  pairs  children’s  stockings. 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Sargent,  second-hand  clothing:  5 infants’  bands,  i pair  children’s 
underdrawers,  i afghan,  pieces  of  linen. 

Boston  Branch  of  the  Needlework  Guild,  5 infants’  jackets,  6 infants’  slips,  4 
infants’  wrappers,  6 infants’  socks,  4 children’s  petticoats,  4 children’s  bon- 
nets, 6 pairs  children’s  mittens,  3 children’s  dresses,  2 women’s  petticoats, 
2 women’s  shirtwaists,  4 aprons  for  women. 

Mrs.  John  H.  Morison,  8 children’s  dresses,  i child’s  flannel  petticoat,  i boy’s 
Russian  suit,  i woman’s  flannel  nightgown. 

The  Guild  of  Emmanuel  Church,  7 infants’  wrappers,  9 infants’  dresses,  4 infants’ 
nightgowns,  15  infants’  jackets,  17  diapers,  4 infants’  gertrudes,  5 children’s 
gingham  dresses,  4 children’s  undervests,  12  pairs  children’s  drawers,  8 
children’s  flannel  petticoats,  i child’s  cotton  petticoat,  9 petticoats  with 
waists. 

Mrs.  Clement  S.  Houghton,  i dozen  balls  twine  for  Christmas  packages,  12  dozen 
diapers.  Second-hand  clothing:  9 shirtwaists,  i Russian  blouse,  i linen  suit, 
2 woollen  suits,  2 bows,  i belt,  i silk  petticoat,  i dress,  2 coats,  i boy’s  shirt, 
I boy’s  cap,  i boy’s  sweater,  4 pairs  boys’  gloves,  i boy’s  corduroy  suit, 
I pair  shoes,  3 pairs  stockings,  i boy’s  tie,  shoes  for  women. 
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Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks,  20  infants’  cotton  slips,  4 infants’  flannel  nightgowns> 
6 infants’  bands,  6 infants’  flannel  gertrudes,  18  diapers,  i child’s  sweater,  5 
children’s  seersucker  rompers,  6 children’s  gingham  dresses,  i boy’s  Rus- 
sian suit,  2 carriage  robes. 

Mrs.  Francis  Lowell  Coolidge,  4 infants’  bonnets. 

Miss  Lawlor,  second-hand  clothing:  3 women’s  suits,  i pique  skirt,  8 pairs  stock- 
ings, 4 pairs  shoes,  i pair  slippers,  2 pairs  rubbers,  2 pairs  gloves,  2 hand-bags, 

2 combinations,  2 short  petticoats,  2 pairs  drawers,  i corset  cover,  2 dresses, 
I silk  waist,  i collar,  i pound  tea,  i worsted  mat,  flowers. 

Mrs.  Andrew  Adie,  second-hand  clothing:  i woman’s  suit,  i silk  waist,  i silk 
petticoat,  4 pairs  stockings,  3 undervests,  i pair  gloves. 

Mrs.  Roland  Gray,  second-hand  clothing : 6 pairs  boys’  stockings,  3 boys’  summer 
suits,  I boy’s  felt  hat,  i boy’s  coat,  i boy’s  winter  coat,  i child’s  linen  dress, 

3 pairs  children’s  drawers,  4 children’s  petticoats,  3 children’s  rompers,  i 
infant’s  jacket,  4 infants’  shirts,  4 infants’  bands. 

Systematic  Sewing  Circle,  95  diapers,  21  children’s  seersucker  dresses,  45  infants’ 
gertrudes,  26  infants’  nightgowns. 

Anonymous,  baby  carriage. 

Mrs.  K . Ellis,  i embroidered  child’s  dress,  6 children’s  gingham  dresses. 

Sewing  Society,  First  Parish  Church,  Cambridge,  9 infants’  kimonos,  2 infants’ 
nightgowns. 


Donations  for  Office. 

Mrs.  Clement  S.  Houghton,  2 chairs,  3 rugs,  i potted  plant,  i picture. 
Miss  Louisa  L.  Dresel,  i table-cover. 

Mrs.  Bertram  Greene,  2 potted  plants. 

Mrs.  John  H.  Morison,  i potted  plant. 
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(Society  Incoeporated  March  24,  1904.) 


BY-LAWS. 


1.  The  name  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  “The  Society  for  Helping 
Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants.” 

2.  The  officers  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  a President,  Treas- 
urer, Secretary,  and  not  less  than  five  or  more  than  twenty  other 
members,  who  with  the  three  principal  officers  shall  form  a Council 
who  shall  have  the  powers  that  directors  customarily  have  in 
corporations. 

3.  Meetings  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  at  any  time,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  President  or  Secretary,  by  a written  notice  mailed  to 
the  last-known  address  of  each  member  of  the  Corporation  three  days 
at  least  before  such  meeting. 

4.  Four  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  constitute  a quorum. 

5.  The  By-laws  may  be  amended  or  added  to  at  any  regularly 
called  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  by  a majority  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers present  and  acting. 

At  a meeting  held  on  March  16,  1904,  an  amendment  to  By-law  3 
was  passed,  providing  that  a meeting  may  be  called  at  the  written 
request  of  three  members  (in  the  same  manner  that  the  usual  meet- 
ings are  called  by  the  Secretary;  that  is,  by  written  notice  mailed  to 
each  member  three  days  at  least  before  such  meeting),  and  that  there 
shall  be  an  annual  meeting  in  the  month  of  February  for  the  election 
of  officers  and  such  other  business  as  may  come  before  the  meeting,  of 
which  notice  shall  be  sent,  as  in  the  case  of  other  meetings. 

At  a meeting  held  January  16,  1907,  a second  amendment  to  By- 
law 3 was  passed,  providing  that  the  words  “in  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary” be  changed  to  “in  January  or  February,”  so  that  the  annual 
meeting  may  be  held  in  January,  if  desired. 


